 St. Louise de Marillac Junior School

Assessment Policy 
Introductory Statement

The assessment policy for St. Louise de Marillac Junior School was formulated by the staff and parent representatives.
Purpose of Assessment:

· to improve children’s learning

· to recognise the child’s achievements

· to monitor accurately the child’s progress and to assess what supplementary teaching and other interventions may be required

· to be able to give a detailed report to parents, or to the teacher who will be teaching the child in the next school year
· to aid early identification of learning needs 

· to enable the teacher to design appropriate teaching strategies and create learning contexts
Assessment also helps to find out:
· at exactly what stage the child is in development of particular skills (formative)
· if the child is making progress over a period of time (summative)
· in which group the child should be working 
· if the child needs special attention in any aspect of development

· if the child has specific learning difficulties (diagnostic)
· what is the child’s preferred mode of learning

· the child’s special interests or talents or strengths on which to build

· how the child compares with others of the same age and intellectual potential

· assesses suitability of the programme (evaluation)
There are different types of assessment

1. background information collected by teacher

2. observation by the teacher, either informal or using check-lists

3. a variety of formal and informal testing by the teacher- formative, summative and diagnostic

4. assessment, both formal and informal, carried out by someone other than the class teacher e.g. learning support, resource teacher, a visiting teacher, a psychologist, etc.
In our school, we have a variety of strategies for assessment and communication to parents, ranging from informal to formal as outlined below:
INFORMAL  






FORMAL

Teacher Observation

Teacher Designed Tasks and Tests
Standardised Tests

Anecdotal Notes


Checklists


Diagnostic Tests

Homework



Conferences

            Criterion 

Referenced Test

Work Samples


          Learning Logs


Individual Pupil Learning Plan

(IPLP)

Portfolios



  Rubrics


Individual Education Plan
           










(IEP)

Projects


       Teacher Narratives

Psychological
Reports (NEPS)
Pupil Self- Assessment
        Cloze Procedure


Speech & Language Reports (outside













 agencies)
Questioning


           Rating Scales

Concept Maps 

          Textbook Tests  

Other
Quizzes

Story Maps

Performance Tasks

Deliberate Mistakes

Note:
Teacher observation is an immediate and daily assessment tool that determines a child’s learning needs and strengths. In the classroom, assessment is largely based on teacher observations of the children as they go about normal learning activities.

Teachers use the informal strategies according to the pupil’s needs and the teachers’ professional judgement.
The formal assessments  and communication of assessments currently being used in our school are set out below:
Early Start:
Formal Assessment: 
a) Cognitive, Social, Personal and Emotional, Oral Language, profiles/checklists administered in October (Pre)
b) Cognitive, Social, Personal and Emotional (more detailed and complex) and Oral Language 
                              profiles/checklist in June. Completed by teacher and childcare worker. (Post-) 


      (See Appendix 1 for both checklists).


Informal:   

Teacher Observation


Teacher Designed Tasks


Work Samples


Deliberate mistakes

Communication of Assessments: 
Checklists passed on in September to relevant Junior Infant teachers.
Daily meeting and reporting as necessary to parents.
Junior Infants: Formal Assessment:
a) “Early Start” end of year profile administered by class teacher with support from Special      

        Education Needs Team (SEN) in September/October to those pupils who did  

        not attend Early Start

b)   Standard teacher-designed checklists ( Literacy, Numeracy) completed in June by class 

  teacher

c)   Oral Language checklist (compiled in –house to replace section of Drumcondra Profile)  

        completed in June by class teacher

d)     BIAP or EYES may be carried out by a member of SET if there are concerns about the  

        child’s progress.

                        (See Appendix 2 for checklist on literacy, numeracy and oral language)



Informal:    

Teacher-designed tasks


Letter checklist


Name- Sound- Formation


Reading Record (words recognition)


Maths – colour, shape, number


Art 


Pass on sample of figure drawing to next teacher


Performance tasks – Are they happy to participate?

SESE

Each child has booklet of work done sent home at the end of each term


Other Curricular Subjects

See relevant section of the Plean Scoile for assessment guidelines in each subject area.


“Samples of Work” Portfolio

A 40-page portfolio will have 10 dated samples of different work e.g. art, writing, numbers, etc. 


which will be passed on to relevant senior infant teacher.
Communication of Assessments:  
September – Group Parent/Teacher meetings. 
February- Individual Parent/Teacher meetings. (See appendix 7)
Report book completed in June. Copy  collected by parents/guardians or mailed home.

Checklists, profile, portfolio and report books passed on in following September to the relevant Senior Infant teachers.
Senior Infants: Formal Assessment: 
a) MIST (Middle Infant Screening Test) administered by class teacher with support from SEN   

      Team in February. (Before administering test, meeting with Special Educational Needs Co-  

      ordinator).
                   b)  Oral Language checklist (compiled in-house to replace section of Drumcondra Profile) completed in June by class teacher.

                   c)  Numeracy- Senior Infants Maths check up before Parent/Teacher meetings in February.
                   d)  Letter recognition check administered in April.
                   e)  “Starways” word checklist for every new reader before given out.

       f)   Screening in May/June by number of SET to select pupils for learning support/reading and/or  

                         maths recovery for following September.

                        (See Appendix 3 for Oral Language checklist, c) Maths check-up and d) letter recognition 
                         check)

Other Curricular Subjects:


See school plan for relevant assessment in each subject


“Samples of Work” Portfolio 
                         A 40-page portfolio will have another 10 dated samples of different work e.g. art, writing, 
                         numbers, etc.which will be passed on to relevant 1st class teacher.
Communication of Assessments:  
September – Group Parent/Teacher meetings.  Individual test results communicated to parents at Parent/ Teacher Meeting in February. (See appendix 7)
Report book completed in June-Copy collected by parents/guardians or mailed home.  
Test results, profile, portfolio and report books passed on in following September to the relevant First Class teachers.

First Class:  
Formal Assessment: 
a) May/June  of Senior Infants screening by a member of SEN Team to select pupils for learning support/reading 
                            recovery. Diagnostic testing if necessary for those pupils.
b) Micra -T1 administered by class teacher with support from SEN Team in May/June.
c) Sigma T (1) administered by class teacher in May/June. 
d) Oral Language checklist (compiled in-house to replace section of 

    Drumcondra Profile of Drumcondra Profile) completed in June by class teacher.

(See Appendix 4 for Oral Language checklist)
(See Appendix 6 for full list of diagnostic tests available in the school)

Informal
Mathemagic tests-1 per term.
Other Curricular Subjects:


See school plan for relevant assessment in each subject
“Samples of Work” Portfolio 
                         A 40-page portfolio will have 10 dated samples of different work e.g. art, writing, numbers, etc. 

                         which will be passed on to relevant 2nd class teacher.
Communication of Assessments:  
September – Group Parent/Teacher meetings.  Individual test results communicated to parents in Parent/ Teacher Meeting in February. (See appendix  7)
Report book completed in June-Copy collected by parents/guardians or mailed home.  
Test results, profile, portfolio and report books passed on in following September to the relevant Second Class teachers.

Second Class: Formal Assessment:  
a) Micra – T(2) administered by class teacher with support from SEN Team in May/June. 
b) Sigma T(2) maths test administered by class teachers with support from SEN Team in   

                              May/June.

Informal

Maths Assessment

Test 1 – Christmas


Test 2 – Easter 


Test 3 -  Summer- Early June

Other Curricular Subjects:
See school plan for relevant assessment in each subject


“Samples of Work” Portfolio:

                         A 40-page portfolio will have 10 dated samples of different work e.g. art, writing, numbers, etc. 

                         which will be sent home at the end of second class. Samples of June passed on to relevant 3rd                

                         class teacher as record of work in Junior School.
Communication of Assessments:  

September – Group Parent/Teacher meetings.  Individual test results communicated to parents in  Parent/ Teacher Meeting in February. (See Appendix 7)
Report book completed in June-collected by parents/guardians or copy mailed home.  
Test results, profile and report books passed on to Senior School on request.

What records of assessment are/should be kept by teachers/Principal etc?

	Diagnostic tests/Teacher Designed tests.
	Where?
	For what purpose?
	For how long?
	Who has access?
	Updated when?

	Reading Recovery

Observation Survey


	In resource room 7 by

Reading Recovery resource teacher
	To inform teaching and to help in reviewing progress
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team
Class teacher

Parents/Guardians
	At end of teaching period 12-20 weeks

	Afasic Checklists

(Language Programme)
	In resource room 7 by resource teacher


	To inform teaching and to help in reviewing progress
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team 
Class teacher

Parents/Guardians

	At end of teaching period (June of school year)

	Early Years Behaviour Checklists


	In resource room  7 by resource teacher


	To provide an outline of child’s behaviour before the programme
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team
Class teacher

Parents/Guardians
Familiscope
	At end of programme

	PM Benchmark Kit


	In resource room 7 by resource teacher


	To establish a reading level and to track progress
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team
Class teacher

Parents


	During and at end of programme

	Code awareness record sheet
	Room 7

Room 9
	To see progress
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team
Class teacher

Parents
	As deemed necessary

	Phonics
 Checklists


	Room 7
	To inform teacher of progress and to help in phonics
	Until end of school year
	Principal

SEN Team
Class teacher

Parents


	As deemed necessary

	Test Results for

Duncan Word Test

Dictation Task

Writing Vocabulary
	Room 8
	To support IPLPs
	1 year or until pupils leave the school
	Principal

Class teacher

Parents
	January and June


What records of assessment are/should be kept by teachers/Principal etc?

	Diagnostic Testing/ Teacher designed tests

	Where?
	For what purpose?
	For how long?
	Who has access?
	Updated when?



	Marino Word Test

Jackson Set Reading Right

Aston Index


	Room 8
	To support IPLPs
	1 year or until pupils leave the school
	Principal

Class teacher

Parents/Guardians
SEN Team
	January and June

	Sound Linkage

RAIN Wordtest


	Room 8


	To support IPLPs
	1 year or until pupils leave the school
	SEN Team
Principal

Class teacher

Parents/Guardians
	January and June

	Dolch 100Word List


	Room 7,8,9
	As a programme for pupils progress
	1 year or until pupils leave the school
	SEN Team
Principal

Class teacher

Parents/Guardians

	

	Quest

	Room 9
	To identify a child’s

a) Literacy difficulties

b) Maths difficulties
	1 year
	SEN Team
Principal

Class teacher

Parents/Guardians

	Annually 

	Teacher designed tasks e.g. alphabet, sounds (letters), numbers etc.
	Room 9
	To identify pupils learning difficulties
	1 year
	SEN Team
Principal

Class teacher

Parents/Guardians

	When necessary- after teaching concepts

	IPLP

(Individual pupil learning programme)
	Room 7,8,9
	As a programme of work for individual pupils
	1 Year

	LS/RT
Principal

Class teacher

Parent/Guardian
	

	IEP

(Individual Education Plan)


	Room 9

Principals Office

Parent

Class Teacher
	 As a programme of work for individual pupils
	Kept in Principal’s office until child reaches 21 years of age
	SEN Team 
Principal

Class Teacher

Parent/Guardian
SNA (if applicable)
	Twice a year, usually October and February


Outcomes of Formal Assessment:

Early Start:

The Early Start staff will pass on checklists to the relevant Junior Infant teacher in September. Any child exhibiting significant delay in any of the three areas should be referred to the Special Education Needs Co-ordinator. The Principal and parents should be informed as appropriate. Referrals to outside agencies (e.g. speech and language therapy, etc.) should be made if necessary.

Junior Infants:


Following the completion of the September/October checklists, teachers will refer any pupil about whom they have significant concerns to the Special Education Needs Co-ordinator and Principal and parents should be informed as appropriate. The class teacher will formulate and implement a differentiated programme of work for the pupil as outlined in DES Sp. Ed. Circular 02/05 and in our school’s Special Education Needs Policy. Numberworlds checklist- The June checklist should be passed on to the relevant Senior Infant teacher.
Senior Infants:


Following the MIST test, the “Forward Together” programme will be implemented. Having completed the “Forward Together Programme” the pupils in question will be retested. Those children identified with significant difficulties will be referred to the SEN Team. Individual Pupil Learning Plans (IPLPs) will be drawn up for some pupils if deemed necessary, in collaboration with class teacher, learning support/resource teacher and parents. Following the maths “check-up” tests in February, class teacher formulates and implements a differentiated maths programme for individual pupils as necessary. Numeracy results and MIST results communicated to parents at February P/T meetings.
First Class:


Following the June screening  (at end of Senior Infants) by the SEN Team, pupils will be selected for learning support in literacy and /or Reading/Maths Recovery and/or resource hours. IPLPs will be drawn up for some pupils if deemed necessary. These pupils/groups may be re-organised after the Micra-T 1 testing, depending on outcomes.


The Micra –T results will be communicated to parents at the February parent/teacher meetings and in the written report in June. After two terms attending learning support/resource, a child who is not making sufficient progress may be referred for psychological assessment if deemed necessary, unless an urgent case arises which requires earlier referral.
Second Class:


Pupils will be selected for learning support/resource in both literacy and numeracy based on results and according to available teaching resources in the school. Referrals to NEPS psychologist after attending a minimum of two terms of learning support if deemed necessary, unless an urgent case arises which requires earlier referral. Results of Micra-T and Sigma – T will be communicated to parents at February parent teacher meetings and in the June written reports. 
Roles and Responsibility
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator – Ms. Pauline O’Loughlin has the responsibility along with the Principal for the development and implementation of policy.

Timeframe for Review

Policy will be reviewed in June 2009.
Responsibilty for Review

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
Communication
The policy will be communicated to the staff by including it in organisational policy folder of the Plean Scoile in Teachers’ Resource Library in staffroom. It will also be available electronically on a “shared folder” from the school secretary’s office or on the schools website, according to capabilities of ICT network in the school. The Home School Liaison teacher and the Principal will communicate the contents to parents.
This policy was ratified by the school’s Board of Management at its meeting on _______________.
Signature of Chairperson: ______________________________

Date: _______________________

Appendix 1- Early Start checklists: Pre and Post
Appendix 2- End of year Junior Infant checklist: literacy, numeracy, oral language
Appendix 3- Senior Infant Oral language checklists;  Math check-up
Appendix 4- 1st Class Oral language checklists
Appendix 5- 2nd Cass Oral language checklists
Appendix 6- Diagnostic tests

Appendix 7 - Parents Information Leaflets re Standardised Tests

       APPENDIX 1
Early Start

Confidential
Preliminary Profile of Children’s

Emotional and Social Development
	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Separates from parent
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Greets adults
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can attend to self in toilet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Responsible for belongings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Show understanding of routine
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chooses, completes, returns
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Co-operates with adults
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Makes friends/shows sensitivity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plays/talks with other children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shares
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Compromises
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can express anger appropriately
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follower
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Settles disputes without aggression
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seeks adult assistance appropriately
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	As above unnecessarily
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can accept not getting own way
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Waits turn
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can make alternative choices
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Early Start

Confidential
Preliminary Profile of Children’s

Oral Language Development
	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coherent/explicit in requests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coherent/explicit in giving information
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can give own name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name number of own toys
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ca sing/say rhymes/songs
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can follow instructions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can give instructions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can handle book appropriately
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can name main body parts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listens attentively to story
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can take turn to name items in book
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can make a complaint
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can name what he/she is doing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Can name what they would like to play with
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Child can
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Keep/give eye contact
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Show interest in talking to adult
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Initiate conversation with adult
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Initiate conversation with children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wait with interest while adult responds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Listens to adult/gives appropriate response
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The child is audible
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear articulation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adopts appropriate manner of speech
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Relies on gesture
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Uses full sentence structure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inclined towards one word response
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Early Start

Confidential
Preliminary Profile of Children’s

Cognitive Development
Administered at the beginning of School Year
	Name
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Familiar with structure of play
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of relevant behaviour
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attempts tasks enthusiastically
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With supports understands games/jigsaw
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	With support can choose/attend/compete
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Organised/reflective
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interested/desired success
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Positive indications of dependence/independence
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Join adult creating structures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Follows lead in sorting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Takes initiative in activity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Knows 1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Knows primary colours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sort1/2,1/3 in colours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Early Start Pupil Profile
 (Administered at end of school year and passed on to Junior Infant Teachers)

Name: ______________________

Address: __________________________________________________

D.O.B: ___________________

Siblings: _______________________________

Attendance: _____________________________
Social Behaviour
	Does/Is the child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Attention Seeking
	
	
	

	Shy
	
	
	

	Immature
	
	
	

	Obedient
	
	
	

	Willing to share
	
	
	

	Co-operate with peers
	
	
	

	Mix well with others
	
	
	

	Stubborn
	
	
	

	Independent
	
	
	

	Imaginative
	
	
	

	Confident
	
	
	

	Willing to tidy up
	
	
	

	Aggressive
	
	
	

	Able to finish task
	
	
	

	Easily distracted
	
	
	

	Able to sit and attend for 10 mins
	
	
	

	Separate easily from parents
	
	
	

	Easily upset
	
	
	

	Understand rules/routines
	
	
	

	Express feelings
	
	
	

	Show sensitivity/empathy
	
	
	

	Understand fairness/justice
	
	
	

	Developing an acceptance of cultural/ethnic diversity
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Personal Development

	Is the child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Fully toilet trained
	
	
	

	Still sucking a soother
	
	
	

	Able to put on/take off coat
	
	
	

	Always putting items in mouth
	
	
	

	Physically Healthy
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Language Development

	
	Yes
	No
	

	
	
	
	

	Fully toilet trained
	
	
	

	Still sucking a soother
	
	
	

	Able to put on/take off coat
	
	
	

	Always putting items in mouth
	
	
	

	Physically Healthy
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Can/Does the child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Listen to Nursery Rhymes
	
	
	

	Respond to /understand rhymes/songs
	
	
	

	Repeat rhymes/songs learned
	
	
	

	Articulate clearly
	
	
	

	Engage in conversation with adult
	
	
	

	Enjoy reading
	
	
	

	Handle and read a book
	
	
	

	Distinguish between print and picture
	
	
	

	Extract meaning from pictures
	
	
	

	Retell a story
	
	
	

	Easily understand speech
	
	
	


Physical Development

	Can the child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Walk /run properly
	
	
	

	Throw /catch a ball
	
	
	

	Bounce ball with 1 or 2 hands
	
	
	

	Jump with two feet
	
	
	

	Skip/hop
	
	
	

	Balance on beams/bench
	
	
	

	Use crayons
	
	
	

	Draw/paint
	
	
	


Cognitive Development

	Can the child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Do jigsaws 4,8,12,20,25 pieces
	
	
	

	Challenge own ability
	
	
	

	Say numbers 1-5
	
	
	

	Identify shapes
	
	
	

	Match items/pictures
	
	
	

	Group objects/ classify
	
	
	

	Notice dangers and hazards
	
	
	

	Compare and describe
	
	
	


Spatial Awareness

	Child:
	Yes
	No
	Comment

	
	
	
	

	Can create/copy pattern
	
	
	

	Participates in role play/music/drama
	
	
	

	Describes process and predicts outcomes
	
	
	

	Solves problems
	
	
	


       Appendix 2

Junior Infant Checklist
Name:______________________   Date:_______________

	Colours
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Matching
	Knife+Fork
	Hat+ scarf
	Cup+ saucer
	Toothbrush+
toothpaste
	Shoe+sock

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pre-reading words
	Conor
	Rex
	Mammy
	Jill
	Daddy

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Letter sounds
	c
	g
	p
	i
	a

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sound blends
	cat
	tag
	lip
	pot
	lad

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number
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Senior Infants Oral Language Indicators

End of year assessment

Name: _______________

Date: _________________

The child is able to:

(Please tick)

	Speak audibly and articulate his/her words clearly
	

	Retell a story using personal experiences, imagination and books
	

	Identify problems in text and propose possible solutions
	

	Follow instructions, directions or explanations that include 2 or 3 elements
	

	Initiate and sustain a conversation with an adult using questioning and turn taking
	

	Listen to an adult and give an appropriate response
	

	Recite rhymes / poems / songs from memory using appropriate tone of voice and actions
	

	Show an empathy for characters in texts
	

	Identify new words and discuss their possible meanings
	

	Plan, predict and order personal future activities
	


Any other comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Senior Infants Maths check-up
Name:__________________________________

1. Fill in the missing numbers:

0, 1, 2, __, 4, __, 6, 7, __, 9

2. Complete the following sums:

2+3= ____



4+3 = ___

5+1= ____



8+0= ___

3. Colour the last circle green.

    Colour the first circle red.

   Colour the second circle blue.
   

4. Count the following:
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.mathsisfun.com/worksheets/images/a/Img006.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]
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5. Colour the triangle yellow.

   Colour the square blue. 

   Colour the circle red.

   Colour the rectangle orange.


6. Draw 6 flowers.




 Draw 8 sweets.
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First Class Oral Language Indicators

End of year assessment

Name: _______________

Date: _________________

The child is able to:

(Please tick)

	Ask a relevant question to gain more information
	

	Retell a story in the correct sequence, sequencing 3 – 5 events
	

	Explain familiar procedures or give instructions to peers, showing awareness of the steps involved
	

	Listen attentively to group and class discussions, contributing at appropriate times
	

	Recall an event in detail, focussing on key information
	

	Express the emotions and reactions of characters in stories and poems through mime and role-play (including appropriate use of gesture & body language)
	

	Recite rhymes / poems / songs from memory using appropriate tone of voice and actions
	

	Suggest alternative words to describe objects, experiences or events
	

	Identify a problem encountered in a story and provide possible solutions
	


Any other comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       Appendix 5

Second Class Oral Language Indicators

End of year assessment

Name: _______________

Date: _________________

The child is able to:

(Please tick)

	Recite at least 3 favourite poems / rhymes from memory, giving attention to phrasing and expression
	

	Give a 30 second description or report of an event, attending to key information and relevant details
	

	Identify a speaker's topic and initiate questions seeking explanations or more information
	

	Listen attentively to a story and answer comprehension questions:

a) Lower order questions - who?, what?, where?, when?

b) Higher order questions - why?, predict & justify answer
	

	In talk, interpret the theme and major ideas in stories and informational texts,drawing on personal knowledge & experiences
	

	Interpret & express the feelings and reactions of characters in stories, drawing on personal knowledge & experiences
	

	Identify similarities and compare stories in terms of setting, characters, problems, solutions and resolutions
	

	Suggest alternative words to describe objects, experiences or events
	

	Able to use persuasive language e.g. In my opinion / I feel that / I think that
	

	Explain familar procedures / give instructions to peers, showing awareness of the steps involved
	

	Follow oral instructions / directions given e.g. draw a picture based on instructions given 
	


Any other comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

       Appendix 6

List of some Diagnostic test/s that are available to Special Educational Team
· Reading Recovery Observation Survey

· Afasic Checklists

· Early Years Behaviour Checklist

· PM Benchmark Kit

· Code Awareness record sheet

· Phonics checklist

· Duncan Word Test

· Marino Word Test

· Sound Linkage RAIN Wordtest

· Dolch 100 Word Test

· Quest
       Appendix 7
             Information on Standardised Testing
What is a standardised test?

A standardised test is a test, which is used to measure a child’s achievement in English reading and maths compared to other children throughout the country at the same class level or age level. The English reading test gives information about how well your child can understand what he/she has read. This test does not gather  information on your child’s written or spoken English. The maths test finds out how well your child can use numbers for different purposes and solve maths problems.
Understanding  standard/raw scores

          Standard or raw scores usually go from 55 to 145 with 100 being an average score on a standardised test.
          The table below describes what the different standard scores tell you about your child’s achievement in 

          English reading and maths.

	Standard/raw score
	What the score means
	Approx. % of children who get this score

	130 and above
	Very high
	2%

	120-129
	High 
	7%

	110-119
	High average
	16%

	90-109
	Average
	50%

	80-89
	Low Average
	16%

	70-79
	Low
	7%

	Below 70
	Very low
	2%


If your child’s standard score is between 90 and 190, you will know that his/her performance on the test is average. About half of the children in Ireland have standard scores in the range. You can see from the table that there are also standard scores above and below the average. As with other tests your child does in school, his/her result on a standardised test can be affected by how he/she feels on the test day or by worry or excitement about a home or school event. This means that each test result is an indication of your child’s achievement in English reading and Maths. You can play an important role in encouraging and supporting your  child no matter what he/she scores on the test.
If my child’s score is low, what does this tell me?
A low standard score (for example, 80) suggests that your child may have difficulties in English reading or maths. One test score by itself does not give a complete picture of your child’s learning in English reading or maths. The teacher might decide to gather more information about your child from other tests, as well as his/her observations in class. You too will have additional information from helping your child with homework, and hearing him/her talking about schoolwork. The teacher may ask a colleague called the learning support teacher to look at your child’s test scores and other assessment information. They may decide that your child would benefit from extra support with reading or maths. The extra support may be given by the learning support teacher. The child’s teacher will talk to you about this.
If my child’s score is high, what does this tell me?

A high score on the test may suggest that your child is a high achiever in English reading or maths. As with low scores, one high score is not enough to confirm this. Your child’s teacher will use more information from other classroom assessments to understand more clearly how well your child is doing in English reading and maths.
Understanding the percentile rank
A pupil’s percentile rank indicates the percentage of pupils in the relevant standardization sample, who obtained a score that was lower than that achieved by the pupil. For example, a child with a percentile rank of 84 at the end of 2nd class has scored as well as, or better than, 84 out of every 100 children who formed the standardization sample at the particular level.

This graph shows the relationship between standard scores and percentiles.

[image: image19.emf]
More Information
If you would like more information on how to help your child, you may find the DVD “The What, Why and How of children’s learning in primary school” helpful. The website address is www.ncca.ie where the DVD can be accessed.

Results for child in ______class:
	Pupil’s Name
	

	Date of test
	

	Standard score obtained
	

	Percentile
	


Note for parents
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