St. Louise’s Junior School

Homework Policy

Introduction: 
The following policy is a collaboration of suggestions from parents and teachers in the school.

Rationale

Why is it necessary to devise a policy on homework at this time?

· Teachers had expressed concerns about homework e.g. whether or not at the Junior                 

       Infants level homework should be assigned;
· Existing policy is due for review;
· Our school recognises the value and need for homework;
· A homework policy should promote a common approach to homework in the school at each class level.
Aims: 
Homework is valuable for the following reasons:

1. It reinforces work done in school.

2. It helps the child to work independently.

3. It keeps parents up to date on their child’s work.

4. It helps develop study skills.

5. It helps strengthen links between home and school.

How can the school help pupils organise their homework ?
- Each pupil in 1st and 2nd classes has a homework journal into which he/she writes her homework list.
      - Each pupil in Senior Infant classes has a homework folder (plastic zipped pocket) and homework        

        assigned is in this folder each day.                   
- Every teacher tries to ensure that the instructions concerning homework are clear to everyone.

- Every teacher will ensure that pupils have enough time to copy it down (perhaps specific time of     day specified) and pupils will be reminded to bring home books that are necessary.

- Every teacher will ensure that homework is corrected and commented on where appropriate.
As regards children with Special Educational Needs it was decided that these children will be assigned homework from Special Class Teacher or Resource/Learning Support teacher, as appropriate to their needs.

How can parents/guardians help with homework ?

· Have snack/meal ready for children after school before he/she settles down to homework;
· Specific time set aside for homework shortly after they get home;
· Make sure that the T.V. is off and there is as little distraction as possible;
· The homework should be guided, but not completed, by an adult;
· Check that the homework is completed and sign the journal; (1st & 2nd clssses)
· Let the teacher know if there are any problems with regard to homework by writing a note to the class teacher in journal. 

Suggested amount of time to spend and content of homework for each class grouping

	Class Groups


	Junior Infants
	Senior Infants
	1st & 2nd Class

	Suggested Time


	10 minutes
	10 -15 minutes
	20 -25 minutes

	Content
	No written work

Story to be read by parent

Reader


	Pre-reading/Early reading activities

Story to be read by parent

Reader

Occasional Worksheets
	Reading   (5 mins)
Writing    (5-10 mins)
Spellings  (5 mins)
Maths (5-10mins)


Notes:
(a) No homework to be given at weekends.

(b) If a child does not complete homework in the suggested time, parents can decide whether the child should continue to complete or to stop at that time. If parents are happy for their child to stop,  they should write a note in the homework journal or on the worksheet to that effect. Teacher’s response will be guided by parent’s remarks.
	Rewards
	Sanctions

	Positive comment written by teacher

Positive comment written home to parent

Stars, stickers, stampers where appropriate

Pick best of the week for a prize

Trip to principal’s office for impressive work
Good  homework certificates at some monthly assemblies 
	Verbal warning to the child from the teacher

Note home to parents

Invite parents to the school to meet with teacher and/or principal

Children do homework at school during art time
Stay in from yard at play time
Send to another class to complete homework
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